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Co Loss IANs III. 14. 


Above all theſe Things, put on Charity, which is the Bond 
of PerfetFneſs, 


F we look into the natural World, and carcfully con- 

ſider the Conſtitution and Government of it; the nv!/i- 

ble Things of the great Creator, even his infinite Wiſ— 

dom and Goodneſs, as well as his eternal Power and 
Godhead, are every where conſpicuous. Behold, every Thing 
is very good, We ſec nothing but Beauty, Harmony, and 
Order; we ſce that every Thing is conducted with the 
moſt ſurpriſing Regularity, under the immediate Direction and 
Influence of that Almighty Being, whoſe Kingdom ruleth 
over all, 

But in the intellectual and moral World, woful Experience 
tells us, 1 if not always % Here we oftentimes ſee great 
Diſorder and Confuſion; much Miſchief and Miſery are here; 
not proceeding from any Want of Goodneſs in God the Cre- 
ator, nor from any thing defective in the Conſtitution of 
Man; but from our own unreaſonable Abuſe of our nobler 
Powers; from a maniteſt Abuſe of that Liberty, whercwith 
God originally made us free, and which is eſſential to the 
Character of accountable Creatures, 

God made Man upright; formed him after his own Image, 
intelligent and rational; and placed him in the Order of his 
Creation, but little lover than the Angels, to crown him with 
Glory and Honour; but they have ſought out many Inventions, 
all thoſe Inventions which diſturb the Peace and Quiet of 
{ocial Lie. | 
B Sin 
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Sin is the Parent of all real Evil. And how great a ſhare 
of thoſe Calamitics which befall us in the preſent diſorder'd 
State of Things, proceeds from a criminal Diſregard to this 
important Duty, ſo ſtrongly recommended in the Text, will 
evidently appear; if we conſider 

I. The Nature of the Duty itſelf ; 

II. The Reaſonableneſs and Obligation of it; and, 

III. The happy Effects and Conſequences, which would 
naturally flow from the uniform univerſal Practice of it. 

And, I. with Regard to the Duty itſelf. Above all theſe 
Things, put on Charity; a Virtue, which conſiſteth, bt in 
a paſſionate Fondneſs for any particular Sect or Party of Men, 
whoſe Notions we embrace, or whoſe Friendſhip we eſteem ; 
for a Man may give his Body to be burned for a Party, or 
Opinion, and yet be void of Charity: not only in external 
Acts of Liberality and Bounty to the Poor and Indigent ; for 
we may, upon wrong Principles, be/towv all our Goods to feed 
the Poor, and yet be void of that Charity, which is the new 
Commandment of the Chriſtian Law, the Beauty and Per- 
fection of the Chriſtian Life: But it conſiſteth in that 
univerſal Benevolence, and unlimited Goodneſs of Temper, 
which diſpoſeth a Man to do every Thing in his Power, 
in every Station and Capacity of Lite, to promote the In- 
tereſt and Happineſs of Mankind. 

Were we to take our Account of this Virtue, not from 
the Profeſſion, but from the Practice, of Chriſtians, we could 
not avoid oblerving (and a melancholy Obſervation it is ) 
that the Charity of Numbers, like that of the Publicans of 
old, leads them only to love thoſe that love them, Prejudic'd 
and paſſionate Men extend their Benevolence to none but 
thoſe, who are liſted into the ſame Party with themſelves. 
Wie tec too much of this unreaſonable narrow Temper, amongſt 


Perſons of every different political and religious Perſuaſion. 


And 
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And it is the diſtinguiſhing Character of the Church of 
Rome in particular, (and an odious Character it is) that 
her Mercies are Cruelty to all thoſe, who live not within 
the Verge of her Communion, and that dare t obey God, 
rather than Man, in Matters of Conſcience and eternal 
Salvation. 

But fuch a Conduct as this, is directly repugnant to that 
amiable Virtue of true Chriſtian Charity, which /#fereth long, 
and is Rind, ſecketh not her own, is not eafily provoked, think- 
eth no Evil. Light and Darkneſs are not more oppolite, than 
this perſecuting Spirit of Popery is, to the mild and merci- 


ful Spirit of the Goſpel, ie beareth all Things, Velieveth 


all Things, hopeth all Things, endureth all Things, For the 
Fruit of this true Chriſtian Spirit is Love, Foy, Peace, Long- 
Suffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Wherever this Heavenly 
Principle is planted, it kills every Root of Bitterneſs, and ſweet- 
ens the Tempers of Men: It chains down thoſe turbulent Paſ- 
ſions which are painful to ourſelves, and hurtful to thoſe about 
us. The Man that makes this Divine Law the Rule of his Con- 
duct, will religiouſly employ the Talent committed to his Truſt, 
whatever it be, in promoting the general Good of his Fellow- 
Creatures. If he be rich and powerful, his Riches and Power 
will make him an Ornament and a Bleſling to Society; Eyes 
to the Blind, and Feet to the Lame; the Deliverer of the Poor, 
the fatherleſs, and him that hath no Helper. If he be wiſe 
and learned, his Wiſdom and Learning will zntruct the guo- 
rant, and direct thoſe that are out of the Way. And what- 
ever his Station or Circumſtances in Life be, he will conſci- 
entiouſly forbear to injure any Man, and, hilt he bas Oppor- 
tunity, do good unto all Men: He will rejoyce with them that 
do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 


This is that Charity, that tender Regard for the Welfare of x 


others, which is the Bond of Perfectneſs, the Bond of all perfect 
| Union 
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Union and happy Socicty in this World, and which conſtituteth 
no ſmall Share of the Happineſs of that future and better Coun- 
i, whith is an Heavenly. 

And what Obligations we arc under, to put on this Virtue, 
I proceed now 

il. To conſider. And 

Firſt, This Royal Law of Benevolence naturally reſults from 
the Circumſtances of our preſent State. 

The Deſire of Happineſs is an univerſal Principle of Action, 
implantcd in the Breaſt of every Man that cometh into the 
Hold. That we frequently miſtake the Means of Happineſs, 
is, indeed, very certain; but that any Man ſhould wiſh to be 
miſerable, is impoſlible. And that no Man can be happy, in- 
dependant of Socicty, without the friendly Afliſtance of his 
Fellow-Crcatures, is a Truth as evident as the Sun at Noon- 
Day. Our Wants and Exigencies are ſo infinitely various, thro' 
every Stage of our earthly Pilgrimage, in the Morning and 
Evening, nay, and in the very Bloom and Meridian of our Days, 
that, without the mutual Aid and Aſliſtance of one another, 
Life itſelf would be an intolerable Burden. Without the kind 
A ſliſtance of a Parent or a Friend, we ſhould die as ſoon as 
we begin to live, and fade away ſuddenly like the periſhadle 
Graſs of a Day's Duration. 

Now fince this is the Caſe of all Men without Exception, 
and none can be happy of themſelves, any more than a Limb 
can retain it's Life and Vigour, after it is cut off from the Body ; 
the very Circumſtances of our Being oblige us to deſire the 
Benevolence, the kind Wiſhes, and the good Offices of others : 
and therefore, upon the ſame Principles, common juſtice and 
Equity will cqually oblige us to wiſh well, and to do good to them, 
in ſuch Manner and Mealureas their Neceſſities may require, and 
our Abilitics will permit, As the {cycral Members of 'a Com- 
munity, like the Members of an human Body, are compacled by 

that 
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that which every Joint ſubplieth, have a mutual Dependance 
upon one another for their Strength, their Vigour, their Life, 


and Support; and the Eye cannot ſay to the Hand, I have no 


Need of thee : nor again, the Head to the Feet, I have no Need of 


you; it mult be highly fit and reaſonable, that theſe ſeveral Mem- 
bers ſhould have the ſame Care one for another ; that whe- 
ther one Member ſuffer, all the Members jhould ſuffer with 
it : or one Member be honour'd, all the rn ſPould re- 
Joyce with it. 

And IId, What the Duty of Man, as a ſocial and dependent 
Creature, requireth of him; his own natural Diſpoſitions, 
thro' the wiſe Appointment of the good Creator, direct him 
to perform. 


It is a very groſs Miſtake to ſuppoſe, that the Father of our 


Spirits formed us unfriendly and ungencrous. Every Thing of 


this Kind ; every Thing that hath the leaſt Appearance of Malice 
or IIl- Nature, is contrary to the ſober Dictates of unprejudic'd 
Reaſon, contrary to the natural Movements of our tendereſt 
Paſſions, It is not only more bleſſed, but alſo more grateful 
to a gencrous Mind, 7o give than to receive. To wiſh well 
and to do good, are Pleaſures truly rational ; Pleaſures, which 
improve in the Reflection, and are highly ſuitable to the Digni- 
ty of our Nature. 

As Men are free and accountable Creatures, they may, 't 
true, abuſe their nobler Faculties, diveſt them ſelves of their E- 
manity, ſacrifice their Reaſon to their miſchievous and revenge— 
ful Paſſions, and debaſe themſelves beneath the Character of the 
Brute Beaſts that have no Underſtanding. Bur this is a Con- 
duct, which their own cooler Judgment allows not ; "tis a 
Conduct, which the very worſt of Men are always ready to 
condemn in ochers, and which, for that very Reaſon, can never 
be juſtified in themſelves. 
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Ask the moſt profligate and abandon'd Sinners; ask the 
proud and haughty, the cruel Oppreſſor, and the bloody Perſe- 


cutor; and they will all with one Voice condemn thoſe Sins 
in others, which render themſelves fo juſtly odious to the 


World. The humble and the meck, the friendly and benevolent, 


the pitiful and compaſſionate, are the Favourites of Mankind. 

The Picture that is drawn after this Likeneſs, is always the 
Object of Eſteem and Veneration. | 

There is one excepted Caſe (I am ſorry to ſay it) of a par- 
ticular Body of Men who, preſumptuouſly enough, ſtile them- 
ſelves the whole Catholick Church of Chriſt, that recommend 
in cool Blood, and ſeriouſly approve, the moſt uncharitable and 
mercileſs Cruelty, when it is exerciſed towards Perſons of a diffe- 
rent Perſuaſion from themſelves in Matters of Religion, For 
it is moſt remarkably and aſtoniſhingly true of the Propagators 
of the Romiſh Faith, that they loſe all Bowels of Compaſſion 
in their Proccedings againſt the Perſons whom they call He- 
reticks; rejoyce to ſee them committed to the Flames, and 
triumph in their very Death and Sufferings. 

Bur then it is to be remembred, that this Cruelty is owing 
to the Wickedneſs of their Religion; a Religion! wicked 


above all others in this Reſpect, that it tears up by the very 


Roots the Secds and Principles of Humanity itſelf, For in 
other Caſes, where the Intereſt of what they call the Church, is 
not concern'd, they appear to be Men of like Paſſions withus, Men 
that are capable of feeling and commiſcrating the Afflictions of 
their Fcllow-Creatures. And thereſore the Cruelties of their Re. 
ligion are never to be imputed to the natural Cruelty and Wick- 
edneſs of their Tempers. No: Pagan Philoſophy itſelf will 
teach us another Leflon.* As we arc all Children of the ſame 


— 


——— 


* Ex quo e citur, hominem nature obedientem, homini nocere non poſſe. Cic. de 
Of/.ic. lib. 3. Eft enim bominum nature (quam ſequi debemus) maxime inimica cru- 
delitas. ibid. | 
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common Parent, we are all taught of GOD to love one another; 
and whenever we ſce Men grow ſavage and inhuman, they 
act beneath the Dignity of their Nature, and ceaſe to be Men.* 
The little Familiarities and Friendſhips of Children themſelves, 
in their infant, but innocent, Age, ſhew plainly, that the Pro- 
penſities of their unprejudic'd Minds natuarlly incline them to 
be kind and benevolent, 

And from hence we arc to take our Account of the human 
Paſſions and Aﬀections : not from Men who have been cor- 
rupted with wrong Principles, inſtill'd by a bad Education, and 


riveted by bad Company; but from the candid and ingenuous, 


from the virutous, and innocent, And here we ſhall always 
find, that the more diſintereſted and exalted any Man's Virtue is, 
and the more he is diſentangled from the Fetters of Prejudice, 
the more readily he will be diſposd to put on Charity, to 
be univerſally benevolent, and eminently uſeful in his Station. 

The more ſuch Men reflect upon the Nature of their Being, 


the more clearly they ſee the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſlity 


of doing good unto all Men. And, 

III. The Obligation to this Duty of Benevolence is farther 
enforc'd, from the Conſideration of the univerſal Goodneſs of 
God to his Creatures, 

In whatever View we conſider the great Object of Adoration ; 
in every View he appears tranſcendently good and benevolent, 


GOD is Love, faith Sf, Foby, To his boundlels Goodneſs 
the whole Creation owes it's Exiſtence ; to him it owes it's 


continual Preſervation. In him, and him alone, we live, and 
move, and have our Being. He is the inexhauſtible Fountain 
of all the Good we enjoy; the ſole Author of all we hope 
for. For every good and perfect Gift cometh down from the 
Father of Lights, If we be happy, to him we are indebt- 


Si nihil exiſtimal contra naturam fieri in hominibus vialandis ; quid cum eo diſſerats, 


qui omnino hominem ex homine tollat ? ibid. 
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ed for our Happineſs: If we be miſerable, it is of his Good- 
neſs alone that we arc not more miſerable. He is not only 
the Friend and Father of all good Men, but a moſt gracious 
Bencfactor to the wicked themſelves. For he is kind to the 
unthankſul, and to the Evil; and ſendeth the Benefit of his 
Sum and Rain, the common bounties of his univerſal Provi— 


dence, upon the juſt and unjuſt. 
And therefore, if our common Parent and Benefactor thus 


ſhowers down his Mercies and Favours upon all his Children; 
the Argument will unan{werably conclude, trom every Principle 
of Gratitude and Duty, tha-, in humble Imitation of Him, whoſe 
Image we bear, and whole Mercy is over all his Works, to do 
go0d, and to communicate, we ſhould not forget, And, 

Fourthly, If every other Argument loſe it's Force; let it 
be remembred that this moſt important Duty is, in a peculiar 
Manner, bound upon the Conſciences of Chriſtians, by the re- 
peated Commands, and the illuſtrious Example, of the ever- bleſ- 
led Author and Finiſher of our Faith. Look into the Hiſtory 
of his Life, conſider the Tendency of his Doctrine; you meet 
with nothing but Mercy and Goodneſs; you meet with the 
moſt pathetick Exhortations to the Practice of thoſe Virtues, 
which naturally make us happy in ourſelves, uſeful to one ano- 
ther, and acceptable to Gop. The Wiſdom which is from above 
zs firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full 
of Mercy and good Fruits. 

Chriſtianiry is all Benevolence and Love. The Beginning 
and the End of the whole Commandment is Charity; Love 
without Limitation, without Drfumulation. Abſtracted from 
this, it is a dead Letter, an empty Name, no better than /ound- 
zug Braſs, or a tin/ling Cymbal. GOD ſo loved the World, that 
he gave his only begotten Jon; and the Son of Gop ſo loved us 
that, in gracious Condeſcenſion to the good Will of his Father, 


he diveſted himſelf of his original Dignity, made himſelf of no 


Repu- 
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Reputation, took ufon bim the Form of a Servant ; and, after 
a long and melancholy Scene of Affliction and Trouble, he / 
far humbled himſelf as to become obedient unto Death, even the 
painful and ſhameful Death of the Croſs. And greater Love than 
this bath no Man. For ſcarcely for a Righteous Man will one 
die: but GOD commendeth his Love towards us, in that while 
we were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for us, 

After the glorious Example of this moſt benevolent and ſuffer- 
ing Saviour, the Holy Apoſtles were unwearied in their Endea- 
vours to promote the Intereſt of Virtue, the Happineſs of 
Mankind; (which is always connected with it) and the Honour 
of their Lord. They ſtudied to give no Offence in any Thing, 
hut in all Things to approve themſelves as the Miniſiors of Gop, 
in much Patience, in Aflictions, in Neceſjittes, in Diſtreſſes, in 
ſuffering the greateſt Calamities, and with the Excrcile of the ſe- 
vereſt Mortitication. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who 
zs offended, and I burn not? Nay, I will very gladly ſpend and 
be ſpent for you, tho" the more abundantly T love you, the leſs I 
be loved, faith the great Apoſtle to the Corinthians, animated 

with this noble and generous Principle. And ſo great was 
his Affection for his Countrymen the Jews, Vis Brethren: 
and Kinſmen according to the Flelh, that, had it been lawful, 
he could have wiſhed himſelf accurſed from Chrift, if, by that 
Means, he could have brought them to a Senſe of their true 
Intereſt. 

In a Word; ſuch is the exalted Spirit of Goſpel-Benevolence, 
of that Charity, which, for the higheſt Reaſons, and from the 
moſt tender and engaging Motives, we are commanded to put on, 
that it indiſpenſably obligeth us to Jay down our very Lives for 
the Brethren, whenever the common Intereſt of our Fellow- 
Chriſtians calleth us to it. For a new Commandment I give 
unto you, that ye love one another, as I have loved you, that 
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we alſo love one another. Hereby ſhall all Men know that 
ye are my Diſciples. 

This is the diſtinguiſhing Mark and Character of a Chriſtian, 
without which all our other Doings are nothing worth. For 
if any Man have not this Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. 

The whole Community of Chriſtians are repreſented in 
Scripture as one Body, united to one another, and to Chriſt the 
Head, by the moſt ſacred and endearing Ties. For as the Bodv 
natural 7s one, and hath many Members, and all the 
Members of that one Body, being many, are one: So alſo 
7s Chriſt; fo is the Chriſtian Church, all whoſe Members 
are called in one Hope of their Calling, having the ſame 
Lord for their Saviour, profeſling one Faith, into which they 
were baptized by one Baptri/m, and are become the Servants of 
the /ame GOD and Father of all, who is equally over all by 
his Power, conducts them all by his ſame good Providence, 
and dwells in them all by the ame Holy Spirit. 

Could we therefore but prevail with Chriſtians to act in 
Character, as Members one of another, join'd together in this 
ſacred Union, how extremely happy 

III. Would the State and Condition of this World be! what 
Halcyon Days might we not expect to ſee, under the auſpicious 
Government of the Prince of Peace! Fraud and Rapine, Thefts 
and Murders, Treaſon and Rebellion, would never diſturb the 
Quiet of ſocial Lite: No private Quarrels, nor publick Commoti- 
ons; not Wars, no nor ſo much as Rumours of Wars, nor the 
leaſt complaining would be heard in our Streets; but Mercy and 
Truth would meet together, Righteouſneſs and Peace would kiſs 
each other. The prophetick Character of the Goſpel State would 
then be literally true, that, under the Adminiſtration. of King 
Meſſiah, our. Swerds ſbould be beat into Plow-Shares; and our 
Spears into Pruning-Hooks ; that Nation ſhoutd not lift up S α rd 
againſt Nation, neither ſhould they learn Way any more: They 

| ſhould 
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ſhould not hurt nor deſtroy in all God's holy Mountain. For Peace 
on Earth is a natural Conſequence of good Will towards Men, 
Again; if this truly Catholick Spirit of Benevolence had al- 
ways governed and ſuncti fed the whole Body of the Church; 
what Deſolation and Miſery had been happily prevented, which 
| hath been brought upon the World, under the ſpecious Colour 
of Religion! We had never heard of the dreadful Hayock oc- + 
caſioned by holy Wars, of all others the moſt Unholy : We had 
never heard of ſuch a Monſter as a Spiritual Tyrant, impiouſly 
ſtiling himſelf the Vicar of the meck and humble Jeſus, ex- 
erciſing a lawleſs Dominion over Principalities and Powers, 
over the Lives and Properties, over the Faith and Conſciences 
of Men; and, in Violation of the ſacred Law of Charity, 
compelling them to a blind Obedience to his Authority, by 
; Fines and Impriſonments, by Racks and Tortures, by Gallics 
g and Inquiſitions. For where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
5 Liberty. And therefore the Man that hath this Spirit, cannot 
think it right (becauſe it is the higheſt Iniquity) to compel 
Men to profeſs, or to deſtroy them for not profeſſing, what 
they cannot believe. 
It is not Religion, ſimply conſider'd, but the wicked Abuſe 
of it to ſactious and evil Purpoſes, that is the Object of human 
Cenſure, and human Puniſhment. And ſo long as any parti- 
cular Profe ſſion of Religion affects not the Quiet of thoſe v. 
whom we have to do; all Men have a natural Right to the 
peaceable Poſſeſſion of their own Opinions. Who art thou, 
that, in ſuch a Cale, judgeſt another Man's Servant? To his 
own Maſter, the one and only Lawgzver, be muſt land or fall. 
This is the Language of the Chriſtian Law of Charity. And 
therefore the Man who makes this Law the conſtant Rule of 
his Conduct, will neither of end, againſt the Temple, nor againſt 
Cz;ar: He will follow Peace With all Men, both in religious 
and civil Life. > 
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To preſerve this Peace and Harmony in the World (a Duty, 
which every Man oweth to the univerſal Community of Man- 
kind) is, or ought to be, the one great End and Deſign of all 
human Governments, and human Laws. And every Conſtitu- 
tion of Government is more or leſs perfect, as it is more or 
leſs conformable to this Law of Charity, which ſpeaketh Peace 
and Safety to all Men, 

Would it not then be great Ingratitude to the Memory of 
our wiſe and pious Anceſtors, not to obſerve, what an excel- 
lent Form of Government they have tranſmitted to us, after 
many a doubtful Struggle, at the Expence of much Blood and 
Treaſure? For may it not be juſtly asked, in the ſacred Phraſe, 
What Nation is there ſo great, that hath Statutes and Judg- 
ments ſo righteous, as all this Law, by which we are protected 
in the quiet and peaceable Poſſeſſion of our civil and religious 
Liberties? What is there arbitrary in the whole of our Govern- 
ment? Have not our Princes, as well as our People, heir 
Bounds ſet them which they cannot paſs ? For do not our Laws 
themſelves fix the Extent of the Prerogative, and the Meaſures 
of Obedience? Under their Protection, therefore, every Man 
may dwell ſafely, and be quiet from Fear of Evil. 

With Regard to Religion ; we have a moſt excellent Form 
of Godlineſs preſcrib'd by our own eſtabliſh'id Church. But 
then, as we very juſtly diſclaim the impious Pretence to Infalli- 
bility, and think it not conſiſtent with our Chriſtian Character, 
to call any Man Father upon Earth; no Violence is cffcr'd to 
the ſcrupulous tender Contcience 3 but the gentle, the ratio- 
nal, the truly Chriſtian Spirit of Toleration gives every Man a 
Licence to pay his Homage to his Creator, in the Manner he 
believes moſt acceptable to his Will. We leave the Intamy 
and Impiety of Perſecution to the Roman Prieſthood, and 
condemn no Man for his particular Manner of ſerving Gop, 
if he teach no Doctrines deſtructive of the Rights and Libertics 
of Mankind, So 
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So that here is no Plea left for Guilt, no Cloak for any 


Man's Sin; not the leaſt Pretence for diſturbing the publick 
Peace and Tranquility. 

Happy then, thrice. happy are the People that are in ſuch a 
Caſe; yea bleſſed above all other Nations upon Earth would the 
People of Britain be, if they had but the Gratitude and Ho- 
neſty not to v/e their Liberty for a Cloak of Maliciouſnefs ; 
if they were but ſenſible of the — and Importance of the 
Bleſſings they enjoy. 

But if, in Contempt of the higheſt Obligations of their Na- 
ture ; if, in open Violation of all the Laws of Gop and Man, 
any Man will preſume to throw down the Fences of private 
Property and publick Happineſs ; that Charity, which is due 
to every Community, will oblige the good Magiſtrate not to 
bear the Sword in vain 3 for he is the Miniſter of God to thee 


for Good, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that doth 


Evil, upon him that will preſume to Sin of malicious Wick- 


edneſs. 


If, in private Life, our Properties, upon the Preſervation of 
which our Eaſe and Comfort greatly depend, can be called 
our own; it muſt for ever be wrong in others to attempt to 
rob us of them. What is mine, cannot, at the ſame Time, be 
another Man's Right; and therefore it cannot be wrong in me 
to oppoſe every Attempt that is made to deprive me of it. 
Self-Preſervation, and that Charity, which always begins ar 
Home, require me to do it. 

How much more ſtrongly then will the Argument conclude 
for the Puniſhment of thoſe Offenders, who attempt the De- 
ſtruction of the Laws, the Liberties, and Happineſs, of whole 
Socicties and Communities of Men ? What complicated, what 
enormous Guilt is this! And what Reward'can ſuch Men, in 
Reaſon, expect for their iniquitous Labour, but the ages of 
Sin? 4 
E We 
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We of this happy Iſland have long been bleſſed with the 
pureſt Religion, and the beſt civil Government upon Earth. 
That faireſt of Plants, that ſecend Tree of Life, pure unadul- 
tcrated Chriſtianity, which our Heavenly Father, by the wondcr- 
ful Workings of his Providence, plantcd Here at the Reforma- 
tion, thro' the Divine Bleſlivg, hath taker ſuch deep Roct, that» 
notwithſtanding the Checks and Ditlicultics it has met with in 
it's Growth, It has filled our Land; the Hills are cover 'd 
(may they for cver be cover'd!) with the Shadow of it, and 
the Boughs thereof are like the goodly Cedar Trees; and under 
it's ſacred Shelter we have long been preſerv'd from the Storms 
of Perſecution, from Papal Tyranny, and arbitrary Power. 
But if the wild Boar out of the Wood attempt to root it up, 
and the wild Beaſts of the Field to devour it; it, without Cha- 
rity, without Mercy, without common Humanity, or any na- 
tural Affection for their Country, deſperate, lawlets, and per- 
fidious Men level the Axe at the Root of this Tree, exert their 
deviliſh Force to cut it down at one deciſive Blow, and to plant 
in it's Room a poi/onous Weed of Foreign Growth, which they 
call Religion; but a Religion, built upon the Ruins of Reaſon 
and Common Senſe ; a Religion, born in Pomp, and brought 
up in Blood-ſhed, and ſupported by Fire and Faggot to this 
very Day; a Religion! which breatheth nothing but Damna— 
tion and Miſery againſt the whole Proteſtant World; a Re- 
ligion purpoſely deſigned to bind the Conſciences of our Kings 
in Chains, and of our Nobles with Fetters of Iron; a Religion, 
which is a Diſhonour to God, a Reproach to human Reaſon, 
and a Diſgrace to the Chriſtian Name: In a Word; a Religion, 
which is in Fact, what it has frequently and very juſtly been 
call'd, a wicked Conſpiracy againſt the Liberties off Mankind: 
If, I fay, any Set of Men ſhould be ſo abandon'd to all Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs, as to attempt to impoſe ſuch a Yoke of ſpi- 


ritual Bondage and Slavery upon the Necks of a Free and Pro- 
teſtant 
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teſtant People; they muſt be utterly void of that Charity which 
they owe to themſelves, to the Publick, and to their Poſterity; 
and yoid of all Senſe of Gratitude to God, whoſe kind Provi- 
dence hath ſo often, ſo remarkably, and ſo lately interpos'd in 
their Favour, not to reſiſt ſuch Attempts, even unto Blood, not 
to reſtrain the Violence of all ſuch Offenders, by every proper 
Method of Correction. 

Laſtly; we are bleſſed with a King, who hath long approved 
himſelf the Friend and Father of his People; the ever-watchful 
Guardian, and valiant Defender of their Faith and Properties, 
Let Envy, Malice, and Diſaffection tell if they can, wwho/e Ox 
he hath taken, or whoſe Aſs he hath taken, whom he hath de- 
frauded, or whom he hath oppreſſed. 

Hath he not religiouſly made the Laws the invariable Rule 
and Meaſure of his Conduct, and given the moſt condeſcending 
Proofs of his tender Regard for the Welfare of his People, 
even beyond the Example of former Princes? Is it not owing, 
next under God, to his paternal Care and Vigilance, and to the 
Conduct and Bravery of that illuſtrious Prince, whoſe auſpici- 
ous Birth hath happily diſtinguiſhed his Day in our Kalendar, 
and whoſe glorious Victory over the late Diſturbers of our 
Quiet, will render the Return of the next Day for ever grate- 
ful to every true Briton ; that we arc here aſſembled in Peace 
that our Temples are not ſhut, nor the Courſe of our Laws 
obſtructed? Doth not that Charity therefore, which we owe 
to ourſel ves, and to that political Body of which he is the 
Head, and we the happy Members, command us to honour 
and obey ſuch a Governor, a King ruling by Law, by Juſtice 
and Mercy, not only for Wrath, but for Conſcience Sate? And 
how great is the Infatuation | how black the Treaſon and Ini- 
quity of thoſe pretended Proteſtants among{ us, who would 
rejoyce in the Deſtruction of this good and gracious Sovereign, 
and his Royal Houſe under whom alone we can be fate and 

happy 


203 
happy, in order to give us in their Stead — They know 
not what; Heavens grant we may never know ! but France 
and Rome would be glad to tell us; would rejoyce to ſee 
us faſt bound in Miſery and Iron. 

But in order to prevent this great Calamity, which the dj 
tural degenerate Sons of Britain, as well as her Foreign Ene- 
mies, have wickedly endeayour'd to bring upon our Country; 
highly doth it concern us to improve the bleſſed Advantages we 
enjoy, both in our civil and religious Capacity, to the heavenly 
Purpoſes of mutual Love and Benevolence. 

Our Intereſt, as Engliſhmen and Proteſtants, is, and muſt for 
ever be, the ſame. And this Intereſt cannot be ſupported 
without Charity, which is the only Bond of Perfectneſs, the only 
Cement of all Society. 

Expcrience ſure will convince us, if our bleſſed Saviour can- 
not, that an Houſe divided againſt itſelf, cannot ſtand; that 
whilſt we bite and devour one another, the common Enemy reaps 
all the Advantage of the Quarrel, and gains a Victory, without 
hazarding a Battle. 

And therefore, as we would avoid all forure Confuſion, and 
every evil Work, let us ſtudy aboye all Things to have fervent 
0 Charity among ourſelves. For whenever we depart from this 
| Law, we always depart from the Paths of Peace. Hence 
come Wars and Fightings among us. 

Let the Spirit of GOD then, the truly Chriſtian Spirit of good 
Will towards Men, rule in our Hearts, and we ſhall reap the 
bleſſed Effects of it, in publick, private, and domeſtick Life. 

To conclude, We have all the Means of Happineſs in our 
Power; we want nothing but an honeſt Application of them. 
Let us but be in Reality, what we all profeſs ourſelves to be, 
true Chriſtians: And then will this World become a beau- 
tiful, tho' very imperfect, Emblem of that bleſſed Place, where 
Envy and Malice never come; where Jarrs and Diſcord are never 
heard 3 
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heard; where Charity never fezleth; where the Righteous 


rejoyce at each other's Happincſs, and maintain an eternal 
Friendſhip amongſt themſel ves, with TFeſus the Mediator of 
the new Covenant, ana GOD the Fudge of all. 
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Pag. 11. line 6 for natuarlly read naturally 
Tbid, Line 12 for virutous, read virtuous, 
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